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Emily Prestridge’s Unit Plan 
Note:  Type in the gray areas.

	Unit Author

	First and Last Name 
	Emily Prestridge

	Author's E-mail Address
	ebp0018@unt.edu

	Course Name(s)
	Computers in the Classroom

	Course Number(s)
	CECS 4100

	Course Section(s)
	.009

	School City, State, Zip
	University of North Texas- Denton, Texas 76203

	Instructor Name(s):
	Gerald Knezek


	Unit Overview

	Unit Plan Title
	Our Earth- How can we protect it?

	Curriculum-Framing Questions

	
	Essential Question
	What can we do to help our earth?

	
	Unit Questions
	What does the earth offer us?
What will happen to the earth if we don not protect it?

What can we do to protect it?

	Unit Summary

	Students will learn about the many resources our world offers.  Students will learn how these resources are being compromised.  They will learn all the many problems that will arise if the environment is not protected.  They will learn to help by recycling, reusing, reducing, volunteering, and becoming aware of the world around them.



	Subject Area(s): (List all subjects that apply)

	Science, English, Math, Social Studies, Technology


	Grade Level (Click boxes of all grade levels that apply)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 K-2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 6-8

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ESL

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Gifted and Talented
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 3-5

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 9-12

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:       


	


	Student Objectives/Learning Outcomes

	Students will have a broader understanding of the environment, and have the tools they will need to be aware of the world around them.

	Targeted State Frameworks/Content Standards/Benchmarks

	 TEKS for 4th grade:

110.6 English Language Arts and Reading

       (13) (C) use multiple sources, including electronic texts, experts, and print resources, to locate information relevant to  research questions (4-8)

111.16 Mathematics

       (13) (C) Interpret bar graphs

112.6 Science

        (1) (B) Make wise choices in the use and conservation of resources and the disposal or recycling of materials

113.6 Social Studies

        (9) (A) describe ways people have adapted to and modified their environment in Texas, past and present

              (B) identify reasons why people have adapted to and modified their environment Texas, past and present, such as the use of natural resources to meet basic needs

              (C) Analyze the consequences of human modification of the environment in Texas, past and present

126.3 Technology Application

          (4)  (A) apply appropriate electronic search strategies in the acquisition of information including keyword and Boolean strategies.



	Procedures

	Activity 1: Class discussion over everything the world provides for our survival.  We will make a list of everything such as air, water, food, and shelter.  This activity will help the students understand the extent of what our world provides.
Activity 2: Throughout this lesson I will read aloud numerous books about the environment such as The Great Kapok Tree and Nature’s Green Umbrella.

Activity 3: Students will be assigned a topic about the earth such as landfills, what trash can you recycle, and global warming.  The students will create a pamphlet or newsletter on this topic.  They will be able to use the computer lab.

Activity 4: Students will be given numerous statistics and graphs to interpret.  They will have worksheets and activities about the earth that use multiplication, division, addition, and subtraction.

Activity 5: Students create a painted picture of the world to hang up around the classroom.  They will also make recycling posters to hang up around the school.

	Approximate Time Needed (Example: 45 minutes, 4 hours, 1 year, etc.)

	3 weeks

	Prerequisite Skills

	Students must have some computer skills and be able to use the Internet.


	Materials and Resources Required For Unit


	Technology – Hardware (Click boxes of all equipment needed.)


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computer(s) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Digital Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DVD Player

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Connection 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Laser Disk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Printer 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Projection System 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Scanner 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Television 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 VCR 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Conferencing Equip.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      

	

	Technology – Software (Click boxes of all software needed.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Database/Spreadsheet 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Desktop Publishing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 E-mail Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Encyclopedia on CD-ROM 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Image Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Web Browser 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Multimedia 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Web Page Development 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Word Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:       


	Printed Materials
	The Great Kapok Tree by: Lynne Cherry
Nature’s Green Umbrella by: Gail Gibbons

	Supplies
	Books, computers, paper, paint, poster boards

	Internet Resources
	http://www.earthjustice.org
http://dnr.wi.gov/eek/

	Others
	

	Accommodations for Differentiated Instruction

	
	Resource Student
	They will need assistance with their pamphlet.

	
	Gifted Student
	All of the activities are individual so gifted students will be able to create and add things to their own projects.

	Student Assessment

	Students will be graded on their pamphlet and math activities.  The art projects will be completion grades.
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